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What is a Standard?

• Standard - The set of parameters we use to determine 
what is acceptable. A level of expectations designed to 
bring out the best of us.  A realistic, consistent guideline 
set to help us attain our goals.

– caBIG Annual Meeting, Best Practices SIG Breakout 2006

• Standards can be regulatory, funding, sponsor or practice 
based in nature
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Today in Review

• Ken Buetow:

• NCICB  brings biomedical informatics as an enabling tool, 
not just a solution to these problems.  

• caBIG is committed to large scale data sharing.

• caBIG does not set standards, but identifies and uses 
existing standards.
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Today in Review

• George Komatsoulis:

• Interoperability is the ability of a system to access and 
use the parts or equipment of another system.

• We devise a set of guidelines for an interoperable data 
system.

• Levels of interoperability – bronze through gold
– caBIG compatibility reviews (VCDE)

• Architecture and VCDE use Mentors to assist with 
compatibility guidance.



Na
tio

na
l C

an
ce

r I
ns

titu
te

caDSR Implementation of ISO/IEC 11179 Model

Object Class
Chemopreventative Agent

Property
Name

Conceptual Domain
Agent

Data Element Concept
Chemopreventive Agent Name

Data Element
Chemopreventive Agent Name

Value Domain
CTEP Drug Names

Representation
Name

Valid Values
Cyclooxygenase Inhibitor

Doxercalciferol
Eflornithine

…
Ursodiol

http://ncicb.nci.nih.gov/NCICB/EVS
http://ncicb.nci.nih.gov/NCICB/EVS
http://ncicb.nci.nih.gov/NCICB/EVS
http://ncicb.nci.nih.gov/NCICB/EVS
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ability of a system to 
access and use the 
parts or equipment of 
another system

SemanticSemantic
interoperabilityinteroperability

SyntacticSyntactic
interoperabilityinteroperability

Courtesy: Charlie Mead

Interoperability
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Today in Review

• Carl Schaefer:

• MAGE was accepted for Microarray data – via ICR

• ICR is the largest Workspace in caBIG
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Today in Review
Catherine Bell:

• ? What are the next steps?

Chris Stockert:

• MGED-Ontology provides a controlled vocabulary for 
MIAME annotation

• Importance of standards in relation to MGED-Ontology

• MGED-Ontology is explicitly tied to MAGE
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MGED Ontology in EVS
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MGED Ontology as a Standard: Next Steps

• What is the role of MGED Ontology as a 
Standard?

• Version 1.3 is the latest version

• Every concept needs textual definition, CUI

• Versioning of ontology 

Action Item is to move MGED Ontology as standard
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MAGE-OM as a Standard:  Next Steps

• What is the role of MAGE-OM as a standard?
– 135 Classes with 145 Attributes in caDSR

• What are the next steps?

• - Version 2.0 under development

• - Match model developers and VCDE Mentor

• - MAGE v2.0 is an extension to FuGE (ready for validation 
by end of 2006)
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Questions?

Thank you for your attention!

That was Easy!
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